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services of that anomalous article, the practical
nurse. If you have' to deal with one of this
class, be very sure to keep carefully all records
of the* case, and take into your own possession for
preservation any bedside charts that are used and
any original written instructions or copies of them
made at the time. The practical nurse is as a
rule but once removed from the village gossip,
and she can make more trouble for the physician
by idle and unthinking chatter than one would
imagine possible. Incidentally, in connection with
this matter of keeping the records, it may be re-
marked that courts are beginning to look very
unfavorably upon physicians who appear in such
courts without full and careful records of the
case or cases involved.

SCIENTIFIC ANACHRONISM.
Mr. Kipling's. friend Mr. Mulvaney referred

to the elephant as a- "pachydermatous anachron-
ism." There are such things as scientific anachron-
isms. Also, there is a very old saying that shoe-
makers' children go barefoot. You may wonder
how an elephant and a shoemaker's child can in
any way bear upon what is to follow. It is very
easy. A supposedly modern,' hyper-scientific teach-
ing hospital allows student nurses to care for
typhoid patients without previously having given
or insisted upon giving to such students the typhoid
prophylactic treatment !

SANITARY ENGINEERING.
A short time ago we published an article de-

scriptive of the epidemic of typhoid fever in
Santa Barbara, with an analysis of the situation
and a very clear description of the water supply
and- its dangers. It is indeed a pleasure to note
from a subsequent report from the Bureau of
Sanitary Engineering and the Bureau of Com-
municable Diseases of the State Board of Health,
that most sane and' excellent recommendations have
been made. In discussing the work on the tunnel
through the mountains, which supplies a good part
of Santa Barbara's water and eventually must sup-
ply it all, it is recommended in this joint report
that all workmen be thoroughly examined before
they are employed upon this work and at least
quarterly thereafter. Also, it is recommended that
all workmen, before being permitted to work upon
this job, be given the typhoid prophylactic treat-
ment. Of course the examination of prospective
workmen would include a careful examination of
their excreta in order to eliminate the possibility
of employing a typhoid carrier. The recommenda-
tions of this joint committee of the State Board
of Health must certainly be most highly 'com-
mended. We believe that this is the first time,
at least in the history of this State, that such a
recommendation has been made.

BILLS AGAINST AN ESTATE.
Dr. Marxmiller of Los Angeles, in the Bulletin

of the Los Angeles County Association, brings up
the question of filing bills against the estates' of
deceased patients. There is a slight correction to
be made in his statement that the bills must be

filed within four months. This applies only where
the amount of the estate is less than $io,ooO. If
the estate exceeds in amount $io,ooO, ten months
are granted. The time runs from the first pub-
lication, as required by law, of the notice to
creditors given by the executor or administrator.
These notices are all of the same definite form,
a sample of which is as follows:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS.

ESTATE OF JOHANNA KOZMINSKY,
Deceased.-No. 20679, N. S.-Dept. No. 9.

Notice is hereby given by the undersigned,
David C. Kozminsky, executor of the last will
and testament of Johanna Kozminsky, de-
ceased, to the creditors of and all persons
having claims against the said decedent, to
file them with the necessary vouchers within
ten (10) months after the first publication of
this notice, in the office of the Clerk of the
Superior Court of the State of California, in
and for the City and County of San Francisco,
or to exhibit them with the necessary vouchers
within ten (10) months after the first publica-
tion of this notice to the said executor. at the
office of his attorneys, Redman & Alexander,
Room 1016, Mills Building, in the City and
County of San Francisco, State of California,
which last-named office the undersigned selects
as his place of business in all matters connected
with said estate of Johanna Kozminsky, de-
ceased.

DAVID C. KOZMINSKY.
Executor of the Last Will and Testament of

Johanna Kozminsky, Deceased.
Dated, San Francisco, California, April 6,

1916.
REDMAN & ALEXANDER, 1016 Mills

Building, San Francisco, Attorneys for Execu-
tor. Apr 7-StF

SPLENDID WORK.
As an example of what the united efforts of any

County Unit can accomplish in the way of library
building, San Diego offers just now a forceful
illustration. One year ago in March a small group
of the local members of the County'Medical Society
incorporated themselves, into a library association.
By courtesy of the local Medical Society they were
privileged to make use of the Society's rooms rent
free. Without the actual possession` of a single
volume or a dollar of endowment they went about
their task of library building. The prompt and
generous way in which many private collections
were contributed to the new movement gave it an
early nucleus upon which to build. Entering on its
second year, the San Diego Medical Library Asso-
ciation is a self-supporting organization of seventy-
seven members, with a reading room equipped with
seventy regularly appearing journals, and cases ob-
tained by gift containing between I14oo and I500
bound volumes of text-books and journal files.
Their most practical asset, however, is a working
system whereby, with the aid of their capable libra-
rian, they can supplement their own meager posses-
sions by drafts upon the courtesy of well-established
libraries, thus enabling them to assemble promptly
the literature on any desired subject. The monthly
increase of the demands upon the librarian's time
for such service speaks well for the appreciation of
the movement on the part of the local profession.
We wish our San Diego members continued suc-
cess In thleir enterprise. .


